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Question one
At the beginning of the story, the protagonist Mrs Mallard is presented as a woman having the distinctive trait of self-assertion which is constrained by her marriage. Kate Chopin has presented this woman as an intelligent and independent woman who presumably knows and understands how women should behave (Chopin, 2018). Chopin describes Mrs Mallard as a young woman whose fair and calm face bespoke repression and even certain strength. She is unable to break free from Brently and because of this, she is therefore forced to submit to the will of Brently Mallard. At the realization of her husband’s death, instead of feeling numb and pained, Mrs Mallard cries dramatically an indication that she is not only an emotional woman but also demonstrative. However, at the realization of the newfound freedom, she begins to behave differently. The author’s descriptions depict Mrs Mallard's reactions and behaviour are kind of unique and unlike other women. 
She begins to behave like she is reborn as a new person, under her control. The thoughts of the opportunities and freedom that awaits her make her feel brightened considerably. Spreading her arms by the window has been symbolically used in the story to indicate her welcoming her new life. According to the author, Mrs Mallard's heart begins to beat strongly after she learns of her husband’s supposed death (Chopin, 2018). With wild abandonment, she begins to see beyond the enslavement and the coming freedom that would allow her to act according to will. As characterized by Kate Chopin, her new independence is not only emotional but also physical. The vague description of Mrs Mallard's condition is evidenced when her heart condition reappears when she sees Brently walking in. 
It is quite sad that Mrs Mallard dies shortly after realizing that Brently wasn’t dead. She loses the previous joy she had. The glimpse of new life is swiftly taken away. Arguably, the shock and disappointment of losing her freedom kill her. 
Question two
In Shirley Jackson’s the lottery, it is kind of difficult to understand Tessie’s feelings. At first, Tessie is excited about the lottery and fully willing to participate every year, however, when her family’s name is drawn, she protests that the lottery isn’t fair. Because of this, she arrives late to the lottery because she forgot what day it was. At the event when Tessie realized that her husband was holding the marked paper, she cries that the process wasn't fair. Tessie claims her husband had to rush to choose the slip of paper and that her daughter and son-in-law should be included in the next round. Her husband however tells her to be quiet. It is clear that Tessie has drawn the unfortunate slip and for this reason, the Townspeople must complete their assignment quickly by gathering stones to throw at Tessie (Jackson, 2013). 
It should be noted that Bill Hutchinson first foils for her wife, Tessie by asking her to keep quiet when she questions about the drawing method. Additionally, in an attempt to prevent the death of his wife, Tessie, Bill Hutchinson also forces the slip of paper with the black spot on it out of Tessie’s hand and holds it up to the crowd. Arguably, his notable control over his wife, Tessie is indicative of the patriarchal system of society.  This town's residents are staunchly classical and unconcerned about the transition (Griffin, 1999). This is firmly attributable to men's and women's social statuses. Men and women play the conventional roles of gender in daily life. It can be noted that before the lottery began, women only trailed their husbands because they were primarily considered subordinates during this era. Only men were allowed to select the first picks for their families and this is why Bill Hutchinson decides to help Tessie out of the situation. 
Question three
In the Hunters in the snow, Tobias Wolf presents a story about three hunters on an adventure off in the wild.   The setting of the Hunters in the snow is significant as the snow disguises objects and pathways, and many of the markers and boundaries are hidden. The cold of this environment is reflective of the unemotional reactions of the two other men to Kenny’s injury. The setting and the environment in the hunters in the snow is important because it helps reveal the inner feelings of the three men. Tub, for instance, lacks self-confidence but wants to be respected (Gale, 2012). It is essential to note that the cold and the uncomfortable environment makes him truly understand and reveal how feels. Tobias Wolf has used this kind of setting and environment to highlight the possibilities of developing violent behaviour among men when placed in severe and brutal environments. Additionally, Tub because of his weight is unable to jump over the fence. Notably, this is a pretty good example of how Wolf has used the setting and the environment to indicate the struggles and the challenges of the three men during this hunting trip. 
The heavy snow in the wooded area near Spokane Washington has been used figuratively by the author to indicate the challenge the three men have to go through. First, they lose their direction because the snow obscures their path. In essence, the loss of direction in the snow has been metaphorically used to indicate how the three hunters are emotionally stunted. Emotionally, they are disconnected from each other. Tub is almost killed at the beginning of the story. In the snow, because they are one hour late, the three friends are full of cruelty and everyone points an accusing finger at the other. For having to wait for him in the cold for one hour, Kenny comfortably fat-shames Tub and doesn’t think of him as a close friend. In the end, even though Kenny is severely wounded and is freezing in the cold, he is abandoned by his presumably two close friends; Tub and Frank (Gale, 2012). 
In this view, the setting is reflective of the unemotional reaction of the two to Kenny’s injury. In a sense, the setting and the environment also indicates how disconnected the friends are. 
Question four
The story Who’s Irish by Gish Jen is a story of an elderly Chinese woman living in America. The old woman is attempting to help her daughter and her family to raise her granddaughter. Conflict is evident in this story especially when the old woman watches her granddaughter Sophie growing up in this foreign culture against her wish and desire to see her raised in a proper way how Chinese girls are raised (Jen, 2012). Because of Sophie, the conflict develops between the old woman and her daughter, Sophie’s mother. In an attempt to analyze the dialogue in the story, it is essential to note that the old woman continually presents herself as a fierce, determined and hardworking woman. Notably, this is what she is seen trying to prove throughout the story. Understandably, the narrator in this story is kind of principled and only sticks to the Chinese principles. The old woman doesn’t approve of how her daughter is raising her granddaughter, Sophie. From her perspective, she desires to coax Natalie to raise Sophie the Chinese way. 
I tell daughter, we do not have this word in Chinese, supportive” (Jen 179). Here we see that she is struggling to become accustomed to the way American family works. The old woman thinks that her daughter Natalie is raising Sophie the wrong way. Understandably, this is the source of the deepest internal conflict. The old woman has completely failed to understand and come to terms with the western of raising children. 


Question five
Colson Whitehead’s match revolves around boys living at the Nickel Academy, a reform school. Colson presents an environment that is uncontrolled and unregulated that lets the boys pass through a lot of hardships in the way to reform their practices. The head office is left to do whatever they wish with the boys. For instance, it is indicated that the boys pass through a lot of cruelty and brutality from those watching over them. Anywhere in the warehouse, one can be pretty sure to find the children being abused. Through the ceremonial fights imposed by Director Hardee, the children are continuously exposed to violence. This is indicative of the uncaring attitude exhibited by the people entrusted to watch over the children. Arguably, these practices go against the institution’s primary role of rehabilitating the juveniles to consequently reduce the possibilities of their re-engagement in crime. The program should serve to help juvenile offenders find their way back into society in a manner that does not expose them to crime, however, contrary to these expectations as explained by the author, the children were repeatedly exposed to child abuse and brutality. 
Notably, according to Whitehead, the school failed to serve its primary role of helping the young offenders from reoffending. Because of this, readers of the story can easily pinpoint how uncaring and casual the heads of the institution were with their responsibilities. The description of a child whom the ref slapped and left him half-blind in the story gives a perspective to the kind of brutality that children went through in Dozier School.



Question six
After discovering the observably disoriented old man in the courtyard Pelayo and his wife Elisenda instead of treating the old man decides to keep him in their chicken coop. Pelayo and his wife Elisenda later saw the old man as a way of making quick money. For this reason, they decided to fence the courtyard and started charging people who wanted to see the old man. It is essential to note that the old-winged man brings prosperity to the lives of Pelayo and his wife Elisenda. The first instance where we see juxtaposition is in the way that the description of the angel. The angel is first described as being “dressed like a ragpicker. There were only a few faded hairs left on his bald skull and very few teeth in his mouth, and his pitiful condition of a drenched great-grandfather took away any sense of grandeur he might have had” (Marquez, & Birri, 1988). Later, when the doctor checks him out, he is explained in a way that makes him seem majestic, strange, and like some kind of supernatural creature. People came from far and wide to see him. 
The author uses juxtaposition to highlight how Pelayo and his wife think about the old man. Just like the majority of the people, Pelayo and his wife Elisenda do not treat the old man as a human being and instead treat him disrespectfully. In contrast, the doctor sees the beauty of the wings of the angel. Arguably, this is indicative of the fact that there is something special about this old man. The author uses the tool of juxtaposition to highlight the corruptness of Pelayo and his wife Elisenda by showing that the old man is indeed an angel, yet the two are unable to see this and therefore treat him so badly. Later in the story even though the old man has helped Pelayo and his wife Elisenda to acquire so much wealth, they still continue to treat him so badly. In contrast to the good deeds, the people are expected to honour the old man as an angel. However, they continue to throw stones and even Pelayo and his wife do not intervene to find the angel a better residing place (Gale, 2016). 
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